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INTRODUCTION

Demolition is the dismantling, razing, destroying or wrecking of any building or structure or any part 
thereof. Demolition work involves many of the hazards associated with construction. However, 
demolition involves additional hazards due to unknown factors which makes demolition work 
particularly dangerous.

POTENTIAL HAZARDS

 Changes from the structure's design introduced during construction;
 Approved or unapproved modifications that altered the original design; 
 Materials hidden within structural members, such as lead, asbestos, silica, and other chemicals 

or heavy metals requiring special material handling;
 Unknown strengths or weaknesses of construction materials, such as post-tensioned concrete;
 Hazards created by the demolition methods used.

PRE-PLANNING

 An engineering survey completed by a competent person before any demolition work takes 
place. This should include the condition of the structure and the possibility of an unplanned 
collapse.

 Locating, securing, and/or relocating any nearby utilities. For help, call 811 before you dig.
 Fire prevention and evacuation plan.
 First Aid and Emergency Medical Services.
 An assessment of health hazards completed before any demolition work takes place.

PPE UTILIZATION

 Eye, face, head, hand, foot protection
 Respiratory protection
 Hearing protection
 Personal Fall Arrest Systems (PFAS)
 Other protective clothing (for example, cutting or welding operations)

TRAINING

It is not enough to provide PPE. Employees must be trained on the selection, use, fitting, inspection, 
maintenance, and storage of PPE. TRAIN all employees about hazards and how to use the equipment 
safely.


